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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEAN, RP 

SUBJECT: US/ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS 

REF: MANILA 2401 

1 . AMCHAM PRESIDENT GEORGE SUTER HAS TOLD US THAT SECRETARY 
ROMULO, PRIOR TO HIS SPEECH TO THE AMCHAM ON FEBURARY 20, 
COMMENTED POSITIVELY ON THE DEVELOPING US/ASEAN DIALOGUE. 

ROMULO SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS FINALLY TAKING ASEAN 
SERIOUSLY, AND THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WAS GOING TO ADDRESS 
THE SECOND US/ASEAN MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 

2. EMBOFF INFORMED SUTER THAT WE HAVE NO WORD ON PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S POSSIBLE PARTICIPATION AND BRIEFED HIM IN GENERAL 
TERMS ON WHAT MRS. MANALO, OUR OFFICIAL AND REGULAR CHANNEL 
OF COMMUNICATION, HAS TOLD US OF THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
ASEAN STANDING COMMITTEE (REFTEL). 
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